 VRIESEA X SANDERIANA WITTMACK  by Derek Butcher in Bromeletter 36(4): 12. 1998

This story starts with a photograph that John Catlan sent me in 1996 of a Vriesea saunderiana (note the `u') with an upright bloom, which he had obtained from the Buchanans of Pinegrove Nursery. (Imported by the Buchanans as ‘Sanderiana’ in July 1986 from the USA, number 2955 in their ledger)  Clearly the plant was not a Vriesea x saundersii ,
- surely it must be a misspelling of Vriesea x sanderiana.

A quick check of the International Checklist of Bromeliad hybrids by Padilla revealed a parentage of  V. barilletii and x morreniana. All the photographs I had from reliable sources indicated that this crossing gave plants similar in habit to V. carinata. There were red spots on the leaves suggesting V. guttata also, but the inflorescence was erect on the photograph.

For want of another name, I suggested we call the plant "Sans", French for "without", because it was certainly without a lot of things!.

1998 dawned and I received from Peter Huddy, South Australia, another photograph of V. saunderiana, this time with a horizontal inflorescence. As a recent convert to Vrieseas, he was enquiring about the plant. Further, he pointed out that John Catlan had propped up the inflorescence of his plant - "to confuse me". Surely V. guttata must have been involved. Vriesea x sanderiana had been named in 1897 by Wittmack and, once again, I asked Josef Bogner of the Munich Botanic Gardens if he could help me. It did not take long to get a photocopy of the said article in Gartenflora. I did not even need to translate it to see that there was yet another error in the International Checklist. Vriesea x sanderiana has V. guttata and V. x wittmackiana as its parents and the drawing was a match for my photographs!. Translation revealed an even greater similarity so V. x sanderiana is in Australia having come to us probably via the U.S.A., and not direct from Europe.

I have reproduced the original line drawings from Gartenflora for you. The only problem is the Germans at that time thought the variety pendula (see drawing on left - `left' in German is `links') was the only one with a pendulous flower. Peter Huddy advises the spike has a mind of its own and decides itself whether to stand up, lean or fall over! I suggest those of you who have the 5th  Edition of my Hybrid Checklist make suitable notes by Vriesea `SANS'.

